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KIMBERLEY — VISIT BY MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION 

Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Child Protection) [2.08 pm]: I rise today to inform the 
house of a recent trip I took to the Kimberley as part of my role as a lead minister in the regional services 
reform project. As members may know, in May last year the state government announced a major reform to 
the way services and infrastructure will be delivered in regional and remote communities. These reforms are 
being undertaken with a view to enable better economic and social outcomes for Aboriginal people in those 
communities, with an initial focus of the reform on the Kimberley and Pilbara. In order to gain a further sense 
of progress on the ground, I visited Kununurra, Derby, Broome and the community of Mowanjum last week, 
and I am pleased to report to the house that encouraging work is taking place. 

Two groups that form a key part of the governance structure of the reform project are the district leadership 
groups and the strategic regional advisory groups. During this trip I was able to attend a meeting of the 
Kimberley strategic regional advisory group in Kununurra and the West Kimberley district leadership group 
in Derby. These meetings are an important forum to bring together Aboriginal leaders, key government 
agencies and other stakeholders to foster partnerships and provide strategic advice to government. 

My area of responsibility in this project is to oversee the redesign of human services to ensure services are 
delivered in an effective and coordinated manner. With this in mind, it was reassuring to see so many people 
with common goals sitting around a table, engaged in conversation. Some of the many discussions that took 
placed included how to address alcohol restrictions, how to develop youth leadership, early feedback on the 
operation of the cashless debit card and the development of an intensive family support model. It is very 
heartening that there is a common voice—it is recognised that the status quo is not acceptable and we need to 
work collaboratively to address these big issues. 

I was also able to meet with local organisations such as MG Corporation and the Wunan Foundation. It was 
a great opportunity to hear about the success of the transitional housing program in providing pathways to 
home ownership and demonstrating measurable improvements in education and employment outcomes of 
tenants. I look forward to my continued role in this important project. 
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